
        Office use only 

Date entered: 

Initials: 

 Graduation Petition already filed

PETITION FOR EXCEPTION TO THE “RULE OF THREE” 

Weinberg College requires students to complete one major. Our policy is that the total number of majors 
plus minors may not be more than three; this is called the Rule of Three.  

Occasionally a student may wish to pursue a fourth program (major or minor). Exceptions to this limit are 
only by permission from the Weinberg Advising Office and cannot be granted to first-year students. In 
such cases, students must review their plan with their Weinberg College and then formally make the 
proposal in this petition. 

Exceptions to the Rule of Three are granted when the fourth program can reasonably be completed within 
the student’s overall academic plan.  

Please complete the section of the form listing what courses, if any, you have already completed in the 
proposed program. If there are any scheduling or time constraints that may impact your ability to 
complete the fourth program, please explain how you plan to deal with those issues. Attach to this form a 
declaration of major or minor form for the proposed program, signed by the department. Submit this 
completed form and the major/minor declaration to wcas-forms@northwestern.edu.  

Name__________________________________________________________ID#_______________________ 

E-mail ___________________________________________________________Date____________________

Year in School (soph, jr, sr) ____________

List majors and minors currently declared (please indicate whether each is a major or minor): 

1)__________________________________________________________ 

2)__________________________________________________________ 

3)__________________________________________________________ 

Proposed fourth program______________________________________ 

  Major      Minor 

  Major      Minor 

  Major     Minor 

  Major      Minor 

_____________________ 
Date 

_______________________________________________             
Signature of Weinberg College Adviser 

Form updated March 2021 
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List courses completed and potential time constraints below.
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