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NELCOME.

With the year 2000, we inaugurate Crosscurrents, Weinberg
College’s new publication for alumni and friends. We
talked for some time about what name might reflect both
the diversity and the energy of the College’s many intellec-
tual fields. Our newsletter Mosaic neatly summed up the
way fields fit together to create the complex pattern of lib-
eral education. Our new name better signifies the active
nature of education and calls attention to ways in which
disciplines intersect, sometimes flowing together, some-
times colliding in surprising new ways. Crosscurrents also
calls to mind Lake Michigan as the defining eastern edge
of campus. The sight and sound of the lake, its calm and
stormy temperaments, as well as its symbolically open
view, figure in the memories of every Northwestern
graduate.

Crosscurrents very much reflects my own experience as
dean over the past three years. Interdisciplinary studies
have flourished, and we see professors and students work-
ing together across traditional disciplinary lines. New fac-
ulty often claim membership in two or more departments
or schools. Similarly, some of our leading scholars have
created new interschool curricular and research opportuni-
ties for undergraduates under the aegis of the University’s
Cross-School Initiative. One of six new programs funded
in the first round, for example, is an initiative in art and

technology that unites art theory and practice in the

FROM THE DEAN

College, the School of Music, radio/ T V/film in the
School of Speech, and computer science in the Robert R.
McCormick School of Engineering and Applied Science.
These programs will build on the College’s interdiscipli-
nary successes in such areas as American studies and
mathematical methods in the social sciences.

Such openness to the crosscurrents of learning
responds to and anticipates the startling changes taking
place in society today. The coming years will see
significant transformations in our understanding of
human consciousness, the global flow of capital, and the
remediating power of biotechnology, to name just a few.

Our aim, therefore, must be to involve our students in
the currents of life beyond the University, whether
through research at metropolitan institutions such as the
Art Institute of Chicago or the Field Museum, new oppor-
tunities for study abroad, or the chance to conduct biomed-
ical research alongside faculty in the new life sciences
building, which is itself a partnership between the
University and Evanston Northwestern Healthcare.

I hope you all will feel free to plunge into the currents
with us. We have reserved space for your letters and com-
ments about this publication, about Weinberg College, and
about the liberal arts. Please take up our invitation and par-

ticipate in reflection about education in the 21st century.



AT THE AWARDS
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DEAN ROBERT
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STECKLER,

AWARDS

For the first time in
Northwestern’s history,
two students, both sen-
iors in Weinberg College,
have been awarded

Marshall Scholarships
for study in Britain.

The British government
established the awards in
1953 as an expression of
gratitude to the United
States for the beneficial
effects of the Marshall
Plan.

In 1989 Avner Greif
received his PhD from
the economics depart-
ment in the College of
Arts and Sciences. In 1998
he became the first Israeli
native to win a MacArthur
Foundation “genius
grant.” Now a Stanford

University professor,

DEAN ERIC J.
SUNDQUIST;

ROGERS, SONYA

DAVID WILSON,
MARISSA
MATSUMOTO;
DAVID KRODEL,
JENNIFER BEHR;
ANDREW

Nine Weinberg College
seniors have received
awards for outstanding
achievement in their jun-
ior year. At a November
ceremony in his office,
Dean Eric J. Sundquist
presented the students

Megan McCarville, an
economics major, will
work toward a master’s
degree in international
health policy or health
economics at the London
School of Economics. An

Evanston native, she

Greif studies economic
history. He says the
$265,000 award has
allowed him to take time
off from teaching and
hire research assistants in
order to pursue more

archival research abroad.

FRANCIS,
MATTHEW
FORTI, AND
MEGAN
MCCARVILLE

with certificates and

checks for $300.
This year’s Oliver Marcy

Awards for achievement
in the natural sciences
and mathematics went to
chemistry major David
Krodel; biological sci-

ences major Marissa

plans to specialize in
pediatrics and hopes to
become involved in
organizing and providing
international health

relief.

“Getting the award has
meant a lot in terms of
encouragement to con-
tinue,” he says. Using
game theory, which he
describes as “a mathemat-
ical theory for analyzing
decision making in
strategic situations,” as

well as other modeling

Matsumoto; and mathe-
matics major David
Wilson. Oliver Marcy
was a professor of natural
science at Northwestern
from 1862 to 1899 and act-
ing University president

for six years.

Mark DePristo, double-
majoring in computing
and information systems
and mathematics, will go
to Cambridge University
to study the theory and
implementation of pro-

gramming languages.

Two Weinberg College
faculty members,

Hui Cao and Amy C.
Rosenzweig, have been
awarded Packard Fellow-
ships for Science and
Engineering by the David
and Lucile Packard

Foundation.

With 22 other young
researchers in universities

across the country, each

techniques, Greif ana-
lyzes how beliefs, institu-
tions, and social ties that
seem randomly connect-
ed are actually linked to a

culture’s norms.

A major focus of the
research he began at the
University of Tel Aviv



For the most distin-

guished junior-year
record in the social sci-
ences, the James Alton
James Award was pre-
sented to Matthew Forti
and Megan McCarville,
economics majors, and

Jennifer Rogers, a history

After getting a doctorate
in computer science, he
envisions a career in that
field, either in a university
or a research laboratory.
He came to Northwest-

ern from Boston.

will receive a five-year
fellowship worth
$625,000.

In an annual competition
the foundation invites
presidents of 50 leading
universities to nominate
two young professors
who are doing innovative
research in the natural

sciences or engineering.

and continued at North-
western has been the 11th-
century Maghribi traders,
Jews from Arab countries
who crisscrossed the
Mediterranean Sea and
kept detailed business
records. About 1,000 of
these documents have

been uncovered.

major. The award is
named for the Graduate
School’s first dean and
chair of the history

department.

The 1999-2000 Daniel
Bonbright Award for

Last year Leonardo
Martinez (Weinberg 99)
was named a Marshall
scholar. He is currently
pursuing a master’s
degree in international
relations at Oxford
University.

This year the advisory
panel selected both of
President Henry Bienen’s

nominees.

Cao, assistant professor
of physics and astronomy,
is investigating the devel-
opment of mirrorless
lasers that take advantage
of light scattering in
highly disordered or

strongly scattering

By studying these early
businessmen, Greif is
trying to understand how
economic systems such as
capitalism evolved over
time and in different
places and how that
knowledge might apply
to nations today.

outstanding students

in the humanities went
to Jennifer Behr, a philos-
ophy and psychology
major; Andrew Francis, a
Hispanic studies and eco-
nomics major; and Sonya

Steckler, a French major.

media, such as powders.
(By contrast, traditional
lasers use mirrors, and
disordered media are

not used.) Mirrorless
lasers could replace light-
emitting diodes, or LEDs,
commonly used in lumi-
nescent displays. Cao re-
ceived her PhD in applied
physics from Stanford
University in 1997.

“His research in economic
history has led to a
greater understanding of
institutional evolution
and the conditions that
lead to social conflict or
cooperation,” said the
MacArthur Foundation’s
Maureen Atwell.

Bonbright was a professor
of Latin for 56 years and
acting University presi-
dent and dean of the
College of Liberal Arts

from 1900 to 1902.

Rosenzweig, assistant
professor of biochemistry,
molecular biology, and
cell biology and

of chemistry, is an

expert in the structure
and biochemistry of
metalloenzymes. With
funds from her fellowship
she will study biological
catalysts found in bacte-

ria that live on methane

gas as their sole source of
energy. An understand-
ing of these catalysts
could lead to increased
use of methane as an

alternative energy source.

Rosenzweig received her
PhD in chemistry from
Massachusetts Institute

of Technology in 1994.



CAMPAIGN NORTHWESTERN

A gift from the Crown
family will expand and
strengthen the Jewish
Studies Program at
Northwestern. The gift
will endow a full profes-

sorship as well as a

junior faculty position
and will support graduate
fellowships in Judaic
studies. Total annual
enrollment in the 40
courses in the Jewish
Studies Program and
closely related areas is

more than goo.

In recognition of the gift
and of Lester Crown’s
nearly 40 years of service
to the University’s Board
of Trustees, the Jewish
Studies Program has

been named the Crown

A $3 million gift from
Robert and Taffi
Saltzman, which includes
matching funds from
Jackson National Life
Insurance Company, will
be used to support expan-
sion of courses in business
education for Weinberg
College students. The
Saltzman Family Fund
for Curricular Innovation
in Business Education
will add courses in business

Arthur and Gladys
Pancoe of Glencoe,
Illinois, longtime friends
of the College, have con-
tributed $10 million

toward a new life sciences

research pavilion on the

Evanston campus.

Arthur Pancoe received

a master’s degree in

mathematics in 1951 from

Family Center for Jewish

Studies.

“We believe that building
Northwestern’s capacity
to offer courses in Judaic
studies is a meaningful
step in broadening the
University’s academic

mission,” said Lester

strategies, marketing,
public relations, and
other subjects to the
Business Institutions
Program and courses in
managerial economics,
decision analysis, and
advanced econometrics
to the Mathematical
Methods in the Social
Sciences Program. The
goal of the fund is to
make the curriculum
responsive to new devel-
opments in business and

technology, to meet

Northwestern and has
been a member of
Weinberg College’s
Board of Visitors for
many years. He is senior
managing director at
Bear Stearns & Company
in Chicago, specializing
in investments in the
pharmaceutical and

biotechnology fields.

The Pancoes’ gift aims

to advance biomedical

Crown, chairman of
Material Service
Corporation and a 1946
Northwestern graduate

in chemical engineering.

“Our family is pleased to

help establish the Center
for Jewish Studies, which

increased demand, and to
prepare each generation
for careers in business.

Robert Saltzman, a 1964
graduate of Weinberg
College and a longtime
member of its Board of
Visitors, is chairman and
CEO of Jackson National
Life Insurance Company
in Lansing, Michigan. He
said his interest in pro-

viding the fund grew out



research. The new
building, some 166,000
square feet, will bring
together basic research
scientists and clinical
investigators. It is hoped
that their interaction in
what is now known as

translational research

will be unusually fruitful,

speeding promising finds

carries out the long-term
strategy to expand the
breadth and depth of
Northwestern’s history

curriculum.”

The Crown family has
been a long-time bene-

factor of Northwestern

of the undergraduate
experiences of his son
Adam (Weinberg 91) and
daughter Suzanne
(Weinberg 94), both of
whom are also graduates
of the Kellogg Graduate
School of Management.

“Northwestern has
been a good experience
for me, my son, and my
youngest daughter,” said
Saltzman. “When I

in molecular biology,
genomics, cell biology,
neurobiology, develop-
mental biology, and
reproductive biology.
The building will provide
laboratory space for 36
principal investigators
and 224 researchers.
Groundbreaking is
planned for fall 2000,
with completion project-
ed for 2002.

and has made contribu-
tions that were instru-
mental in building the
Rebecca Crown Center
and the Henry Crown

Sports Pavilion.

asked them both about
the business-related
courses they took at the
undergraduate level and
how that helped them to
make career decisions,
both answered that a
more fully rounded view
of business would have
been helpful. After hear-
ing similar comments
from their Northwestern
friends and others I met
through the Visiting
Committee meetings,

I was determined to help

In honor of the gift from
the Pancoes and a previ-
ous contribution by
Evanston Northwestern
Healthcare, the new
building will be named
the Arthur and Gladys
Pancoe-Evanston North-
western Healthcare Life
Sciences Pavilion. The
pavilion will be dedicated

raise the profile and
extent of the business
curriculum, both in basic
and specialized courses.”

The new courses will
be taught by faculty
from the economics
department and from
Northwestern’s profes-

sional schools.

EVANSTON CAMPUS,
1874

to the memory of the
Pancoes’ granddaughter,
Beth Elise Pancoe, a stu-
dent at Northwestern at
the time of her death last
summer from acute

myelogenous leukemia.

“It is my wife’s hope and
mine,” said Pancoe,

“that as a result of the
work done at institutions
such as the one being
established here at

Northwestern and also at
publicly owned compa-
nies in the drug develop-
ment field, cures for
leukemia and other life-

threatening diseases will

be found.”



BY LISA STEIN

GLOBAL







“YOU HAVE TO BE FLEXIBLE AND OPEN-MINDED
ABOUT DIFFERENT CULTURES AND BE CAREFUL ABO
YOUR OWN ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT THE WORLD.”

JUDY LUK

Although seismologist
Keith Koper (Weinberg
93) has never set foot in
Africa, his analysis of the
1998 bombing of the
American embassy in
Nairobi has helped inves-
tigators learn more about

what occurred in the

blast.

Terrorism is nothing

new, but the Nairobi

Should she ever leave her
job as an international
business consultant, Judy
Luk could launch a fabu-
lous career as a writer of
travel books. Since grad-
uation in 1993 she has
traveled to 15 different
countries, including
Australia, Vietnam,
Belgium, Taiwan, Korea,
India, the Philippines,
France, and Germany,
and lived for extended

periods in Hong Kong
and London.

As a strategy consultant
with Monitor Company
in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, Luk has worked
within the telecommuni-
cations, chemical, retail,
pharmaceutical, trans-
portation, and financial
services industries. She
helps companies develop
strategies to remain com-
petitive, from marketing
to manufacturing plans.
One recent project, for

truck-bomb explosion
was different. As it hap-
pened, a seismometer
operated by the Univer-
sity of Nairobi’s geology
department, located just a
few miles from the
embassy, recorded the
blast, giving scientists
and government officials

precious data to study.

Koper, who earned a PhD

in seismology from

example, involved reviv-
ing a utility business in
Africa. She spends from
three to nine months on a
project and has encoun-
tered her share of travel
snafus and logistical
nightmares. “It’s very
exciting and very tiring,”
Luk says. “You have to be
flexible and open-minded
about different cultures
and be careful about your

own assumptions about
the world.”



KEITH KOPER

Washington University
and now conducts post-
doctoral research at the
University of Arizona,
examined the blast data
when a colleague
obtained a copy of the
readings. “We were lucky
that there was an instru-
ment this close,” Koper
comments. “It’s rare that
you find a seismic record
of such explosions. But

with more and more

In one hair-raising inci-
dent in South Africa, Luk
awoke to find a shotgun-
wielding security guard
outside her bedroom win-
dow, telling her someone
had reported an intruder

in the house. No one was

found.

Luk’s traveling ways
began early. Her family
moved from Hong Kong
to Chicago’s South Side
when she was six, a tran-

sition she describes as

seismometers being
deployed around the
world to measure earth-
quakes, this is something
that will happen more

often in the future.”

With the data, Koper
estimated the energy re-
lease and the number of
small, discrete explosions
contained within the
blast. He is now compar-
ing data from the Nairobi
explosion with data from

experimental explosions

“challenging.” “The first
time you do it is the hard-
est,” she says. “It gets
easier after that.” Over
the years Luk, who
speaks Cantonese, grew
increasingly curious
about her roots and
decided to find a way to
return to Asia, finding
the perfect opportunity
through international

business.

Luk majored in econom-
ics at Northwestern and

says her education gave

detonated by the U.S.
Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms at
White Sands Missile
Range in New Mexico
following the 1995 Okla-
homa City bombing.

“We’re still trying to
figure out exactly how we
can use seismic measure-
ments to help in an inves-
tigation,” Koper says.

“We know we will be

PHOTOS, LEFT
TO RIGHT: KEITH
KOPER, JUDY
LUK

her “an ability to break
down complex issues and
think through topics
carefully. I was able to
leverage my liberal arts
education to help me take

on new things readily.”

If there’s one thing all
Luk’s international trav-
els have given her, it’s a
broad perspective on life.
“In the United States
we’re concerned about

growing our wealth,” she

able to measure the
amount and possibly the
type of explosive, and
maybe then we can piece
together where the explo-

sive came from.”

Koper says he always
knew he wanted to be a
scientist. As an under-
graduate student in
Weinberg’s Integrated
Science Program, he was
able to take a variety of

advanced science classes

observes. “But in a coun-
try like India they think
about keeping harmony
in society and maintain-
ing a 2,000-year-old cul-
ture. We tend to have a
narrow view of what the
world is about and some-
times try to impose our

views on others.”

and ended up getting
hooked on geophysics
and seismology. “I also
got a taste of what real
scientific research is
about when I worked for
Professor Emile Okal in
the summers,” he notes.
“That’s how I decided
that seismology was

what I wanted to do.”




A PEACEFUL WARRIOR THEN AND NOW, NORTHWESTERN’S FIRST BLACK PRESIDENT
OF STUDENT GOVERNMENT REMEMBERS THE STUDENT STRIKE SHE LED IN 1970
AND.-TELLS HOW THAT ACTIVISM SHAPES HER LIFE TODAY. BY NANCY DENEEN

PHOTO ON PAGES 10-15 COURTESY OF NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES



THIRTY YEARS
AGO THIS MAY,
EVA JEFFERSON
LED THOUSANDS

OF STUDENTS
IN A STRIKE IN
THE AFTERMATH
OF THE KENT
STATE KILLINGS.

IT REMAINS THE
LARGEST POLITI-
CAL GATHERING IN
NORTHWESTERN
HISTORY.




still a student at Northwestern, Eva Jefferson was the sub-
ject of a question on Jeopardy, debated then Vice President
Spiro Agnew on national television, and was picked up by
limousine for a Barbara Walters interview. Her college
experience was unique, even among student leaders like
herself who spearheaded sweeping changes on campuses in
the turbulent, exhilarating, and sometimes frightening
days of the late 1960s and early *7os.

As a freshman in May 1968, she joined 9o other
African American students in an orderly two-day takeover
of the University Bursar’s Office. Student demands, largely
successful, were for a higher percentage of black students
admitted to Northwestern, separate black student housing,
and more courses in African American studies. As a junior
in 1970, she was elected the first black president of student
government. On May 4 of that year, within a few weeks of
Jefferson’s taking office, the Ohio National Guard killed
four Kent State University students protesting President
Nixon’s decision to bomb Cambodia. In the wake of the
tragedy, the nation, including the normally peaceful
Northwestern campus, was thrown into turmoil, and
Jefferson was thrust into the national spotlight as a symbol
of student leadership.

“I think Northwestern was the only campus in the
Chicago area that did not shut down immediately after
Kent State, and Chicago is a huge media market,” Jefferson
says of her almost instant rise to national prominence.

“Kent State was a huge story, and it was probably quite

remarkable to have a black woman leading things [at a

major university].”

In response to Kent State, Jefferson led thousands of
students in a major but peaceful strike, plunking down
sawhorses to block Sheridan Road for five days and voting
with “reg” cards to secede from the United States. A few
days later she was able to stop a smaller but more radical
group bearing torches and marching toward Lunt Hall,
which then housed the ROTC program.

“These torches remind me of torches in another place
and time,” she remembers telling the group of white stu-
dents. Evoking images of the Ku Klux Klan in the Old
South stopped them in their tracks and prevented them
from burning the building. “At that time a black person
still had a level of moral authority, just by being black.
They couldn’t cross that line, even if they wanted to.”

Her success in cooling student tempers led to an invi-
tation to testify in Washington before the Scranton

Commission on campus unrest a few months later. This in



1967

EVA JEFFERSON
MATRICULATES AT
NORTHWESTERN.

1968

MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR. IS
ASSASSINATED.

RACIAL TEN-
SIONS TRIGGER
A 36-HOUR
SIT-IN AT
NORTHWEST-
ERN’S BURSAR’S
OFFICE. DEMANDS
INCLUDE SEPA-
RATE BLACK
STUDENT HOUS-
ING AND MORE
COURSES ON
AFRICAN AMERI-
CAN STUDIES.

DEPARTMENT OF
AFRICAN
AMERICAN
STUDIES IS
LAUNCHED.

A CHICAGO
TRIBUNE
EDITORIAL
BLASTS
NORTHWESTERN
FOR ACCEDING
TO THE
DEMANDS OF
“BLACK
POWER.”

1970

NATIONAL
GUARD KILLS
FOUR STUDENTS
AT KENT STATE.

JEFFERSON
LEADS DEMON-
STRATION

OF 5,000
NORTHWESTERN
STUDENTS AND
ACHIEVES
NATIONAL
ACCLAIM FOR
HER ADVOCACY
OF NON-
VIOLENCE.

2000

CURRENTS

turn resulted in her televised debate with Spiro Agnew on
the David Frost Show and countless speaking engagements
on college campuses and at civic organizations around the
country. She was aptly dubbed “the peaceful warrior” in
one of the many accounts written about her at the time,
which noted that as an agent of change, she chose to work
within the system.

Today, as a successful civil rights attorney in the San
Francisco Bay area, she is known as Eva Jefferson Paterson.
(She had married Northwestern classmate Gary Paterson
in 1975 and kept her married name following their divorce
in 1995.) She has shed the trappings of the ’60s—"70s black
activist — dashiki, long, dangling earrings, and Afro hair-
do — and she no longer displays in her bedroom a gas mask,
a souvenir of being teargassed at the 1968 Democratic Con-
vention. But it was clear to Crosscurrents when we spoke
with her recently that she brings to her life’s work the
heart of a reformer and the same charisma, sense of humor,
and eloquence that were her trademarks at Northwestern.
She shared recollections of her childhood as a “military
brat,” her heady days as a student leader and her malaise in
their aftermath, and her proudest career accomplishments
as well as her surprising plans for the future.

The oldest of four children born to a career Air Force
warrant officer and his wife, the self-admittedly bossy Eva
often acted as family “lawyer” for her three younger broth-
ers. She credits her family’s frequent moves — to England,
France, and southern Illinois — for her ability to make
friends quickly, her ease in traveling, and her authentic-
sounding French accent. Military schools provided her
with a solid, desegregated education, which she believes

made her eventual acceptance into Northwestern possible.

“In military schools there’s more discipline, the par-
ents are more involved, and there are not the racial dispari-
ties in terms of testing that there are in nonmilitary
schools,” she says. “Being a military brat is a very peculiar
way to be. The women are much more assertive. They
grow up as warriors.”

In her typically self-deprecating and funny way, Eva
describes herself as an “oddnick” during high school in
downstate Mascoutah, Illinois. “I was one of about 10 black
kids. I was always big. I wasn’t a cheerleader, and I didn’t
date.” Her best friend, Becky Mayes, remembers her dif-
ferently — as a National Honor Society student who
always had an entourage.

Eva’s talents as an extemporaneous speaker, which
vaulted her into the limelight at Northwestern, were honed
on the speech and debate teams during high school. She
remembers traveling around the state giving Martin Luther
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech. She also recalls compet-
ing in extemporaneous speaking and having only an hour
to prepare for a typical speech. After those experiences, she
says, she had no fear of speaking in any place, at anytime.

The Northwestern Eva encountered in 1967 was not
uniformly welcoming to black students. One of her three
roommates took one look at her, turned on her heel, and
spent the night in a hotel. Later, after a traumatic experi-
ence with sorority rush, Eva found the group who would
turn out to be lifelong friends. They even celebrated
their soth birthdays together in Florida. It all started in
Willard Hall.



THE PEOPLE
BURSAR'S T
THE FACE OF

“It was almost like one of those war movies where you
have the Italian, the Jew, the Black, and the Southerner,”
Eva says. “They were the funniest people I've ever met.
We used to watch movies and throw out what we thought
were witty retorts.” The group was and is creative as well
— one just wrote a book, one is in Los Angeles making
movies, and one is a jazz musician who’s just made a CD.

Eva’s most memorable class at Northwestern was a
political science course that became a lesson in self-
knowledge. For the class, each group of five students com-
prised a fictitious country. From a huge computer they
were fed updates on their country’s economic profile,
weapons, and neighboring countries. “We decided midway

through the semester to bomb another country because it

was in our national interests,” Eva remembers. “I was this
antiwar person, and it was very shocking,” she says of
making the decision.

She freely admits that she did not concentrate on aca-
demics during her college days, as much because of early
discouragement with grades as of lack of time. “I could

say that it was because I was meeting with the president,

taking over a building, going here and there. But my first
quarter [ got a D on a paper. I think I just gave up. [ was
lucky that student government came along.”

Her Northwestern memories are as full of zaniness —
like enduring panty raids and eating mystery meat — as
they are of meaningful accomplishments. Footwear figures
prominently. She remembers protesting hunger by march-
ing 30 miles in clogs the day before the Kent State incident.
Her impractical shoes gave her terrible blisters, and she
was forced to lead the strike “in pain all week.” She recalls
running down Orrington Avenue alongside students who
were smashing glass in store windows (she wasn’t). She
was wearing “stockings and little heels.”

She takes her past celebrity status lightly: “I was on
Kup’s show with Jack Lemmon and Michael Caine. I was
in Ebony magazine. I was on the cover of Jet. And I was 20
years old. It was ridiculous. My friends and I would go
home and just laugh.”

After graduation, she was denied admission to Yale
Law School due to lackluster grades, and reality set in.

“That was so crushing, because I thought I was really fabu-
lous and could go anyplace,” she remembers. She left the
Midwest and the spotlight behind and headed for
California and a job with the American Civil Liberties
Union, then on to law school at the University of
California, Berkeley (Boalt Hall). She initially thought her
fame had been a fluke. “I thought I didn’t deserve any of it,
although, in reflection, what I did was authentic. Now I

know that whatever I have, I have worked for.”



WHO LED THE
AKEOVER CHANGED
NORTHWESTERN.

In San Francisco she has worked for an impressive
record of victories in civil rights cases. In describing her
work she says she should wear a tattoo that reads “Born to
sue.” She runs the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights of
the San Francisco Bay Area, which acts as the conscience
of the San Francisco bar, recruiting attorneys in private
practice to do pro bono work. Eva is proudest of the group’s
success in desegregating the San Francisco Fire Depart-
ment in the middle of the politically conservative 1980s.

“There were swastikas put near my client’s desk,” she
recalls. “I had a hate call from the White Aryan
Resistance. But my client, who was a basic firefighter then,
is now chief of the department. There are women chiefs. It
will never be the same.” She also cofounded A Safe Place, a
shelter for battered women, which was funded with the
proceeds from lawsuits against the Oakland Police
Department. Her organization is currently working to
reframe arguments against Proposition 209, California’s
anti-affirmative action initiative.

If Eva gets her way, her future will hold fewer lawsuits
and more movies. She plans to stop practicing law in five
years to devote time to her film production company, Joy
and Magic. “You can get to people more effectively
through art and entertainment,” she maintains. “That
speech I gave [for Martin Luther King Jr. Day at North-
western] was fine, but if [ did a movie that got those
themes across in an entertaining way, it would change
more people.” She intends to tap her Northwestern con-
nections in Hollywood to get her started.

When she was asked about her lasting legacy at
Northwestern, her answers were self-effacing and

thoughtful. “The people who led the bursar’s takeover

changed the face of Northwestern. They got black studies
in, and black dorms. But I was a follower of those things, a
freshman.”

Eva says the student strike she led her junior year,
though brief in duration, changed participants’ visions of
who they were and what they could accomplish collec-
tively. She puts the strike in context and explains its
impact: “In 1970 many of us thought that a revolution was
going to occur — a real revolution. We thought the strike
was the beginning of that process. In retrospect one real-
izes that a strike is a short-term event. Think of labor
strikes. They occur in a limited period of time, and then
life returns to normal. That is what happened in 1970. To
think that the University could stay at that fever pitch for-
ever was naive. In five years the war was over, and our
protests contributed to that reality.” Eva credits the nation-
wide student movement with not only stopping the war in
Vietnam but affecting how the U.S. government has dealt
with subsequent conflicts like the Gulf War. She says
other enduring legacies such as feminism and affirmative
action are not hers but were of her time.

She cautions against the complacency she finds today.

“Things are better, but we’re not there yet. When Dr. King
was around, there was a sense of race being a moral issue
and a moral imperative. But now we have compassion
fatigue: ‘been there, done that, have the T-shirt.” The
nation has allowed its moral conscience to slumber, and
somebody’s got to figure out a way to awaken it.”

If the past is any indication, Eva will be in the vanguard.
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“What is the value of freedom
if you do not use it?” Brooks
asked the overflow audience
of students, faculty, staff, and
guests at Pick-Staiger.
Speaking in a deep, confident
staccato that belied her 81
years, Illinois’s former poet
laureate delivered a stirring
rendition of the poem she
wrote immediately following
King’s assassination, as well
as several audience favorites

about black pride and the per-
ils and joys of childhood.

Wearing a bright purple dress
to underscore her loyalty to
Northwestern, attorney and
former student body presi-
dent Eva Jefferson Paterson
told the audience, “My
activism was born here.”
Amid humorous memories
of her Northwestern days,
she emphasized a serious

message: One need only look
at African Americans’ higher
infant mortality rates and
lower life expectancy to see
that racism is still alive
today. To carry on King’s
work, she said, we need

to initiate a dynamic plan to

change the face of America.

After the program, the
Northwestern Community
Development Corps and

University Career Services

cosponsored the University’s
first Public Interest Career
Fair. It profiled many differ-
ent ways for students to put
Dr. King’s vision to work.

“We hope the whole communi-
ty took away from the pro-
gram a renewed appreciation
of Dr. King’s legacy and a
renewed commitment to
issues of social justice and
equality,” said Sundquist.
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SCHOLARS

a bright college student. You have a scholarly idea you’d
like to pursue independently. Somebody gives you $2,500 to
do just that.

This happy scenario describes a small but dedicated —
and fortunate — group of students who are following their
scholarly dreams in a Weinberg-wide honors program
called College Scholars.

Tamar Dor-Ner (Weinberg 99), majoring in European
intellectual history, was able to spend the summer
before her senior year in Paris, where she studied 18th-
century French popular plays and their relationship
to the French Revolution. Classmate and Hispanic studies
major Melanie Gregory spent three months in Barcelona
investigating that city’s influence on novelist Juan
Marse. John Hembling, another classmate, probed the
specialized libraries of Washington, D.C., to learn how
well our national park system functions as a conservation
model for Third World countries. All say the special
research experiences, leading to senior theses of unusual
depth, would not have been possible without the
College Scholars stipend. And money is only a small part
of the program’s benefit to students, which includes
close mentoring by faculty advisers and membership
in a small but vital intellectual community within

the College.

The purpose of the program is twofold: Entice the
most talented high school applicants into selecting
Northwestern, and foster in those students a love of inde-
pendent research during their undergraduate years. It is
hoped that the experience will result in the lifelong pursuit
of an intellectual passion, according to Frank Safford,
Weinberg history professor and cofounder of the program
with history professor Peter Hayes.

Safford says that the students recruited for the four-
year-old program are the same kind of students coveted by
the nation’s other highly selective colleges: those who
exhibit an early passion for a single pursuit. “Over the past
five years elite colleges have tended to focus less on well-
rounded students and more on students with a particular
interest that shows intellectual energy, such as film, drama,
or scientific research.” Safford cites a recent Wall Street
Journal article that called such an early single focus an
excellent predictor of career success.

“I believe deeply in identifying the unusually talented
individual,” says Richard Morimoto, dean of North-
western’s Graduate School, one of the program’s early

directors, and a member of the faculty advisory board.

“The talent could be in any field — music, art, theater, sci-

ence. But when you sit down with [such a student], there’s
areal spark, a twinkle. And you smile to yourself and
think, ‘Here’s a person who’s going to accomplish some-

thing really special.””



1COLLEGE SCHOLARS: IMAGINING STUDE
NOT LOCKED INTO A SET CURRICULUM

Competition among the nation’s leading colleges and
universities for deeply committed students is always
heated, according to Robert Coen, economics professor and
associate dean of undergraduate studies. Coen, who serves
on the College Scholars faculty advisory board, says that
virtually all private schools and many public schools now
offer top high school students a lure such as this, with
many adding significant merit-based financial aid. (North-
western does not offer additional merit-based aid.)

But other schools typically offer honors programs to
approximately 10 percent of incoming freshman, says
Morimoto, while Weinberg College admits 15 students out
of approximately 1,000 freshmen, or slightly more than
one percent, into the College Scholars program. This small
number of students, coupled with a relatively large num-
ber of faculty advisers (nine, in addition to the program
director), creates unusually close student-mentor bonds,
or what Dor-Ner calls “luxury advising.”

“One of our great joys,” says Morimoto, “was when
we outcompeted one of the top Ivy-League schools for a
young woman, when she and her parents realized she
would get remarkable attention from Northwestern and
the College Scholars.”

The program’s director serves as adviser to all first-
year College Scholars until they are linked with advisers
in their chosen academic fields, usually as sophomores.
Scholars are encouraged to share their ideas and seek
advice from all faculty board members, a group that
meets with the students once a quarter, or more often
as needed, for an informal lunch. There are three advisers
each from the humanities, social sciences, and sciences.

According to adviser Robert Gundlach: “What I get

AT RIGHT, COL-
LEGE SCHOLARS
RUCHIRA SHAH
AND ANDREW
ASHER, BOTH OF
WEINBERG'S
CLASS OF 2000

out of it is the satisfaction of working with very bright
students.”

Gundlach says his role as informal adviser to Andrew
Asher (Weinberg 00) is typical of the connections faculty
board members make for scholars. “As Andrew was shift-
ing his academic interest from the Integrated Science
Program to anthropology, I encouraged him to maintain
his intellectual interest in science. This is consistent with
the way College Scholars works: imagining students not
locked into a set curriculum but free to explore and develop
new intellectual interests and direction.” Because Asher
was also interested in writing, Gundlach, director of
Northwestern’s Writing Center, arranged for him to
attend talks by writer-scientists like Alan Lightman, MIT
physicist and author of Einstein’s Dreams, and to talk pri-
vately with them.

Admission to College Scholars was initially offered
only to top high school seniors who had applied to
Northwestern, but last spring the program was opened up
to Weinberg College sophomores and end-of-year fresh-
men who had shown unusual promise and dedication.
Program assistant Phyllis Siegel thinks the change will
strengthen the group. “It’s very difficult just looking at
files and test scores to determine whether students have
qualities we are looking for. It’s easy to miss someone.
This is a way of trying to find those people who are very
deserving and who would flourish in that small intellec-

tual community.”



The College Scholars program shares the passion
and drive of other Northwestern honors programs like
American studies and integrated science. Faculty report,
however, that it is more difficult for College Scholars to
form strong bonds with one another, since their research
interests often diverge widely.

A giant step toward uniting the group was taken
in 1998-99, when philosophy professor Meredith
Williams, the program’s director, gave a seminar on the
topic of consciousness to all 15 freshman in the
program. “College Scholars is not an academic program
like the typical honors programs offered elsewhere, in
which all students take a prescribed set of special courses,”
Williams explains. “So we thought offering a common
class for all the freshmen would provide a vehicle for
them to bond as a group.” The seminar was successful as
both an intellectual challenge and a unifying force, and
it is being repeated for this yeat’s crop of first-year College
Scholars.

After-hours bonding for the group often takes the form
of special opportunities to meet with visiting scholars and
to attend Chicago cultural events. Picnics, pizza parties,
and lunches with the faculty board round out the College
Scholars social calendar.

But Williams emphasizes that group activities are
peripheral to the real purpose of the College Scholars pro-
gram: providing financial and advising support for stu-
dents’ independent research. “Whether it’s laboratory
work in a science, fieldwork in history or anthropology, or
writing poetry or a novel, we want to support these gifted
students. We also hope that what we learn from College

Scholars we can use as a model to promote high-level

independent research among the general student popula-

tion in Weinberg College.”

Hillary Lum (Weinberg 99), a biology major, worked
in her mentor’s lab on her own project to determine the
role a placental hormone in rodents plays in helping a
mother during pregnancy. According to Lum, the opportu-
nities offered by College Scholars influenced her decision
to come to Northwestern. She adds, “The mentoring rela-
tionships that I have formed are invaluable to my future

research pursuits.”









BEFORE THE
CAMERAS
ROLLED, THE
WIGS AND
COSTUMES
PROVOKED
MERRIMENT

AMONG THE
“ACTORS” —
NORTHWEST-
ERN STUDENTS
AND ILS STAFF
MEMBERS —
FEATURED IN
THE SOFTWARE
PROGRAM.

BY NANCY DENEEN

[t isn’t often that one gets a chance to go back in time and
alter the course of history. Yet that is just what happens
when students in Gerald Mead’s History of Modern
France course accept an Invitation to a Revolution, a state-
of-the-art computer software program created three years
ago for the class.

The program opens as actors in modern garb in a time-
travel laboratory explain the students’ mission: Go back to
Versailles as members of the Third Estate delegation to the
Estates General of 1789 and convince other groups within
French society to join the fledgling National Assembly.
Much is at stake, the actors explain in grave tones. If stu-
dents succeed, they can change history and avoid the
French Revolution. If their arguments are not convincing,
heads will roll. With a crack of lightning, students are
transported back in time to a computer-simulated Garden
of Versailles, and the fun begins.

During the course of the program, students can click
on members of many groups — clergy, nobles, journalists,
merchants, and peasants — to hear their views on social,
economic, and political issues. The characters then ask
what course of action the students would take to solve a
particular problem, and students choose responses from an
on-screen menu. For more information, students can bring
to their screens one of the experts — five members of the
history and French and Italian departments at

Northwestern — whose testimony was videotaped and

then incorporated into the program. At the end of the pro-
gram, which usually takes about an hour to complete, the
time-travel scientists tally up the number of groups won
over to the students’ side, and the revolution is averted . ..
or not.

Because it contains more than 200 video clips of 12 dif-
ferent characters who appear as events unfold along a vast
number of possible paths, the program provides each stu-
dent a unique experience. “I like the way the program lets
you explore whatever aspect of prerevolutionary France
you want,” says Graham Ruby (Weinberg o1), a biology
major. “I learned a lot about how the tax system was struc-
tured and how the corruption of the tax collectors was
institutionalized.” Ruby added, “The program was fun. It
presented a lot of information but didn’t take itself too
seriously.”

The novel learn-by-doing approach to understanding
the causes of the French Revolution is the brainchild of
Mead, acting chair of Weinberg College’s French and
Italian department, in collaboration with the Institute for
the Learning Sciences (ILS). Founded in 1989 by Roger
Schank, John Evans Professor of Computer Science,
Psychology, and Education and Social Policy, ILS is an

interdisciplinary research and development lab that



applies principles of cognitive science, computer science,

artificial intelligence, and educational theory to improve
how people learn. Funding has come from the University,
government, and corporate sponsors.

Mead explains that a few years ago, several North-
western faculty members submitted proposals for educa-
tional programs that could be developed by ILS and used
to supplement and invigorate traditional classroom teach-
ing. His Invitation to a Revolution was one of a handful
chosen. Other proposed programs included Is It a
Rembrandt? in which art history students examine three
paintings to determine which one is authentic, and
Emerging Economies, in which business students advise
the CEO of a fictitious company on the best strategies for
doing business in an emerging economy.

“My goal wasn’t to explain the French Revolution but
rather to present the stories of the various groups and
actors involved,” said Mead, “to represent class interests
and conflicts, and to portray some of the dilemmas, contra-
dictions, and irreconcilable aspirations of individuals and
groups caught up in the revolutionary process.” Students
are asked to choose a topic and use the program to explore
it. The resulting papers have dealt with subjects ranging
from the plight of women to problems in the courts to divi-
sions within the clergy.

Mead supplied the proposal but gives full credit to ILS
wizards, mostly graduate students in computer science, for
immersing themselves in the history of the period in order
to create an effective learning tool.

“I gave them an initial bibliography, but they did most
of the research themselves,” said Mead. “They spent an

enormous amount of time in the library. Then they

interviewed the five Northwestern experts for about three
hours each. To answer some of their prompts, I had to go
to the library myself.”

Project director Eric Domeshek, then an assistant pro-
fessor of computer science, says about 20 members of ILS
worked for eight months to develop the project: five or six
content developers, several graphic artists, and a video
crew. A tight budget of $50,000 meant that team members
played multiple roles: the actors who appear on screen, for
instance, were members of the ILS staff or Northwestern
students. Ruffled period costumes, powdered wigs, and
props were borrowed from the theatre department. The
project would have cost twice as much had Northwestern
faculty and students not donated significant amounts of
their time and energy, according to Domeshek.

“The most fun we had on the project was during the
shoots,” said Domeshek. “There was a lot of silliness on
the set, with everyone showing up in costumes and trying
to say their lines with straight faces.” The crew built a plat-
form and drape for the set and completed all videotaping in
only a week. Characters were filmed against a blue back-
ground and later digitized and inserted into a simulated
Garden of Versailles. The technique, called blue screening,
is still considered cutting edge.

Domeshek, who recently received his PhD in comput-
er science from Yale, says Invitation to a Revolution is one
of ILS’s most effective projects because it succeeds in mak-
ing learning fun. “It was fun to do and is one of the works

I’'m most proud of.”



NEWS FLASH: CHAMPIONSHIP,
LUKE DONALD HELPING
(PICTURED) TO DEFEAT

HAS LED THE PURDUE’S
WILDCATS TO BOILERMAKERS
THEIR SECOND BY 33
STRAIGHT STROKES.

BIG TEN GOLF

LUKE DONALD, NORTHWESTERN’S FIRST NATIONAL PLAYER OF
THE YEAR, TELLS WHAT IT’S LIKE TO BE A TOP-RANKED
GOLFER ATTENDING A TOP-RANKED COLLEGE. BY SARA APPINO



SHOOTING THE

H NCAA

GOLF CHAMP LUKE DONALD

Northwestern’s first-ever NCAA men’s golf champ and
national Player of the Year, Weinberg junior Luke Donald,
snagged so many honors last spring he’s not quite sure
what to shoot for next.

The British-born art theory and practice major broke
Tiger Woods’s Golfstat Cup record — awarded to the colle-
giate golfer with the lowest stroke average — by ending
the season at 70.45. Woods’s record of 70.61 was set in 1996.
All-American Donald also took home the Big Ten-Jesse
Owens Athlete of the Year Award, given to the confer-
ence’s top male athlete.

Capping off a hole-in-one season as 1999 NCAA men’s
golf champion, Donald won the Jack Nicklaus Award, pre-
sented by the Golf Coaches Association of America to the
national Player of the Year.

Back on campus, Donald is likely to be found in an art
department studio, at the Sigma Chi fraternity house, or at
the Gleacher Center, Northwestern’s state-of-the-art
indoor practice facility. Built in 1998 on the site of the old
swimming pool in the Patten gym complex, the $1.1 million
center is equipped with four digital video cameras, two
viewing monitors, and a 2,000-square-foot pitching and
putting green.

The goal of the center, which opened last January, is to
become the best teaching facility in collegiate golf and to
attract golfers like Donald. A $6 million gift from Eric J.
Gleacher (Weinberg 62) created the center and endowed
the men’s and women’s golf teams.

Donald recently slowed down long enough to share
with us his plans for the future and the challenges of com-

bining college study and championship golf.

It’s crossed my mind. There’s always pressure. You see
people like Tiger Woods and Sergio Garcia who left col-
lege and were very young, and they’re multi-multi-
millionaires now. So there is always that encouragement
that I could turn pro and make it like they did. But, to be
honest, I'm having a good time here. University is the best
time of your life, people say. I’'m not going to get to do this

again. No, I'm in no rush to turn pro.

Yes. I'm hoping to get my degree and then turn pro, and if
things don’t work out, then I’ll always have that degree.

I always knew I wanted to come to the States. I wanted to
carry on my studies and my golf at the same time.
America was the perfect place to do that. You can’t really
do that in England; they don’t have the facilities or the
scholarships that they do here. A coach at another univer-
sity recommended I look at Northwestern. I came for a

visit and really liked it.

The Gleacher Center has the best video equipment in the
country. It’s an amazing facility. And we also practice up at
the stadium, at the fieldhouse there. Winter’s a good time
for us, actually. We get to work on our swings and not con-

centrate on playing so much.



t’s very changeable. It’s not too dissimilar to England. We
It y changeable. It’ d lar to England. W

get a little colder here in the winter, but it’s not too bad. On
the golf team we get to travel down South for a few tourna-

ments, and we’ll get to experience the warm weather then.

I’m actually off to Australia on Wednesday for a tourna-
ment. It’s a good thing though; it’s nice to travel. I probably

see more of America than most Americans.

While I’m here at Northwestern, we practice five to six
days a week. During the winter, probably about two or
three hours a day. During the summer, more probably
when we can get outside, all afternoon. I’ll get done with
classes at one o’clock and be out on the golf course until

six, seven sometimes.

It is, but it’s a nice balance, to have something else to do
rather than just study, study, study. But it does get tough,

and it doesn’t give you much time to do much else.

It’s something I really enjoy. I've always been interested in
art. ’'m not sure how far I'll take it, but it’s more like I can
see myself being out on the green later on and just taking

out a sketchpad in order to relax.

I started when I was eight, probably. Fell in love with the

game at an early age and just kept playing and playing.

My dad played a little bit, but he doesn’t really play much
now. His dad played quite a bit. He was a good golfer, I
think. He died before I was born, but I think I get all my

genes from him. My mom doesn’t play at all.

It has been a lot recently since I broke his stroke-average
record last season. It’s really nice to be mentioned in the
same sentence as Tiger Woods, but our games are very dif-
ferent. He’s a very powerful player, and I’'m more of a con-
sistent, down-the-middle, get-on-the-green type. But we

both seem to do well and get good scores.

[ haven’t actually, but I’d like to. I've played with Sergio
Garcia a number of times at boys’ level, and I’ve never lost
to him. I know Sergio quite well. I played with him at the
British Open this summer, and we talked a little bit.

I had a really great year last year, finishing up Player of the
Year. It’s going to be hard to keep building on that because
I did accomplish a lot. There are a few things I need to
work on. That’s the beauty of the game: you can always
improve it. After I graduate, hopefully I’ll be in the posi-

tion to turn pro and make it big on the pro circuit.
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